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Dear MAS Parents and Students, 
 
Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year! It is a great pleasure to welcome both our returning families 
and those who are new to our district. Our first day back to school will be August 26, 2020. 
Throughout the summer months, the situation surrounding COVID-19 has continued to change at a 
rapid pace. During the entire planning process for our return to school, Morrice Area Schools has kept 
the safety of our students, staff and families at the forefront. 
 
Over the summer, administration formed task forces and utilized a number of resources to create a 
detailed plan to re-open school buildings. We will be offering two options for families when returning 
to school this fall: 
 

 Exclusively Online through our newly developed Oriole Nest Online K-12. 

 Face-to-Face learning five days a week. 

 

We are excited to be able to offer both options, and are confident that you will choose the option 

that works best for you and your family.  

As Superintendent, I would like to thank our families for your patience and support as we navigate 
our way through the COVID-19 pandemic. Please take note of a few things as we return to face-to-
face learning: 
 

 This year will be different from previous years. 

 Approximately 30% of our students will be exclusively online. 

 Students K-5 will be required to wear masks in common areas only. 

 Students 6-12 will be required to wear masks at all times. 

 All students will be required to wear masks on buses. 

 Students are encouraged to bring their own masks. The district will provide masks to students 

in the event that they forget their mask.  

 Students living in the same household will be seated together on buses. 

 Students will be able to remove their masks while eating breakfast and lunch. 

 Students at the high school will eat lunch in the cafeteria while social distancing. 

 Students at the elementary will eat lunch with their individual cohorts. 

 Sanitizing stations will be strategically placed throughout the buildings and on buses. 

  Visitors and volunteers will not be allowed in the buildings. No exceptions.  

 The elementary building doors will open at 7:50 a.m. 

o Students will not be allowed in the building until 7:50 a.m., and they must proceed 

straight to their classrooms. 
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 The High School building doors will open at 7:45 a.m. 

 Doors for both buildings will be locked promptly at 3:00 p.m. 

o Students will not be allowed in the building after school.  

 At this time, we are uncertain about athletics. We will be relying on the MHSAA for guidance. 

We realize that the COVID-19 pandemic has caused a lot of angst among our families and community. 
This will be a challenging year for all, but we are Morrice Strong and are confident that we can all 
work together to provide a safe educational environment for our students and staff.  
 
Thank you for choosing Morrice Area Schools to educate your children.  Our commitment to provide 
an exceptional educational experience to enrich the lives of our students continues. This commitment 
will be a difficult task during these trying times, but our resolve to strive for excellence has not 
waivered.   
 
Sincerely Yours, 
 
 
 
 
Michael R. Dewey 
Superintendent 
Morrice Area Schools 
 
  
 
 

 


